
Call for Applications
Third- Year Undergraduate  Summer Research

Assistantship

What is The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network? 
We are a collaborative research group  dedicated to reducing  the number  of
Canadians who struggle  with  language and literacy. We are also dedicated to
increasing the number  of individuals who are highly  qualified  to solve problems of
language and literacy through  research and practice. The mission  of the Network  is
to help Canadians develop the communication  abilities that  they need to  achieve a
more fulfilling  life.  The Network  recognizes that  language and literacy deficiencies
do not  have a single cause. That is why we are organized across five multi -
disciplinary research themes to study all aspects of language, communication  and
literacy development.  

Research Assistantship Description 
The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network  is offering  up to  ten $8,000
Summer Research Assistantships for  third- year undergraduates prior  to
beginning  their  fourth  year of  study.  A third- year undergraduate is defined as
someone who, in the fall  of  2005,  will  be entering  a) the fourth  year of  a four- year
degree; or b) the fourth  or fifth  year of  a five- year degree program such as
education;  or c) the second or third  year of a three- year university  (post- CEGEP)
degree in Québec. 

The Assistantships  will  permit  students  to work  on language and literacy research
projects,  under  the supervision  of Network  researchers. Students will  be selected on
the basis of  the quality  of their  applications.  As part  of  the application  the student
will  propose to work  with  a Network  researcher who has posted a position  offer  on
the Network  Summer Assistantship  Web page (www.cllrnet.ca) . The Network
provides $6,000  of the salary and the Supervisors contribute  $2,000  plus fringe
benefits  where required.  This amount  should  permit  relocation  and travel, if
appropriate.  Students will  work  in a lab for  four  months  (37.5  hours/week) (May-
August  2005.)  The salary will  include a two- week paid holiday as well  as paid
statutory  holidays. The total  student  award is $8,000!  

Research Assistantship Objectives 
The purpose of the award is to enhance students’  awareness of language and
literacy issues as a multidisciplinary  domain  of scientific  inquiry.  Students will  learn
how to work  in a Network  environment,  gain research skills,  and receive guidance
for  career development  in applied as well  as basic areas of research and practice. 

Assistantship  holders will  become members of The Canadian Language and Literacy
Student  Network  and will  gain access to and support  from  Network  facilities and



personnel.  Work completed during  the Assistantship  period  should  foster  research
skills,  entrance to graduate and professional  schools,  and success in graduate
scholarship  competitions.  Applications  to work  outside the student’s  home
university  or province will  be given priority.  

Eligibility  
To be eligible for  a Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network  Third- Year
Summer Assistantship,  the student  applicant  must:  

1•  be a Canadian citizen or have Landed Immigrant  Status 
2•  be a third- year undergraduate,  defined as someone who, in the fall  of  2005,
will  be entering  a) the fourth  year of  a four- year degree; or b) the fourth  or fifth
year of  a five- year degree program such as education;  or c) the second or third
year of  a three- year university  (post- CEGEP) degree in Québec. 
3•  have at least an A minus or 80 per cent  overall  academic average. 

Application 
Students will  submit  five copies of the following:  
Note: Only one copy of transcripts  (see below for  details), proof  of citizenship,  and
reference letters is required;  five copies of the résumé and statement  of  interest  are
required.  

Résumé: Include name; address; phone; e- mail  address; work,  research
and/or  volunteer  experiences; honours;  awards; and other  relevant  activities.
Applicant  résumés may not  exceed two pages in a 12- point  font.
 
Statement  of Interest:  Indicate your  interest  in at least three posted Job
Opportunities  and, include your  order  of  preference. Describe your  interest  in
language and/or  literacy, and what  you hope to achieve as a Summer
Research Assistant.  The Statement  of  Interest  may not  exceed 500  words and
must  be double- spaced and typed in 12- point  font.  Each page should  contain
your name in a header.  

Two Letters of Reference: At least one letter  must  come from  a university
professor  who can describe your  academic abilities and research potential.
One letter  may come from  a supervisor  in an employment,  research, or
volunteer  setting  related to child  development,  language/literacy, or other
relevant  fields.  Each letter  should  be no longer  than one page, single- spaced,
and in 12- point  font.  The completed letter  should  be placed in a sealed
envelope, and signed across the envelope flap by the referee. 

Proof of Canadian Citizenship  or Landed Immigrant  Status: For example,
a photocopy of  citizenship  card, Canadian passport,  or immigration
document.
 



Transcript: Applicants will  either  a) arrange for  their  university  to send an
official  transcript  to The Network,  or b) provide a photocopy of their
transcript  to  the university  professor  who writes the reference letter.  The
professor  must  sign and send the photocopied  transcript  with  his/her
reference letter  to  confirm  authenticity  of  the photocopied  transcript.  

Send complete application  package to:  
The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network  
Third- Year Summer Assistantships  
The University  of  Western Ontario  
Elborn College 
1201  Western Road 
London,  Ontario  N6G 1H1
 
Deadline: January 14, 2005  
Please note: only completed  applications  will  be reviewed. Address
questions to ugra@cllrnet.ca.

Adjudication and Award 
Evaluation  of applications  will  be based on academic achievement,  letters
of reference, personal  initiative, and relevant  experiences as reflected in
the résumé. Adjudication  decisions will  be announced by phone in early
February. Confirmation  of placements by students  and supervisors will  be
completed by early March. Successful  applicants  will  be listed on
www.cllrnet.ca.

For additional  information, please contact: 

The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network  
3rd- Year Undergraduate  Research Assistantships 
The University  of  Western Ontario  
Elborn College 
1201  Western Road 
London,  Ontario  N6G 1H1
 
Ph: (519) 850- 2930
www.cllrnet.ca 
ugra@cllrnet.ca  


