
 
 

Call for Graduate Student Research Reviews 
$5000 Contracts  
 
Objectives  
 
Language and literacy deficiencies profoundly limit the social, economic, and 
educational futures of Canadian children. Federal, provincial, and private sectors have 
begun to invest significantly in home and school programs directed at detecting, 
treating, and preventing language and literacy delays as early as possible and 
throughout the school years as well. The urgency to reduce these problems results in 
the development and distribution of programs and materials that are not always 
informed by good scientific evidence. Evidence-based practice in language and literacy 
programs depends on the ability and willingness of scientists to quickly and 
systematically assess existing knowledge and practices, bring research results to bear 
on the design of new programs, and monitor, evaluate, and learn from these new 
programs as they are implemented.  
 
The first step in developing evidence-based language and literacy policies and practices 
is to gather, review, and evaluate the state of existing knowledge. The task of reviewing 
the literature requires collaboration, rigorous and up-to-date methods for collecting and 
analysing evidence, criticism of procedures and analyses without bias or conflicts of 
interest, and presentation of the results in a format useful to public and private sectors.  
Only in this way can existing knowledge influence and argue for proposed policy and 
practices.  
 
The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network is mandated to provide 
acquisition and transfer of knowledge from science to practice. It does so through 
original research projects, but also with targeted reviews of existing knowledge based 
on research results and applications. The Highly Qualified Personnel Committee 
(HQPC) of the Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network invites graduate 
students to apply for contract funding to produce Research Reviews. Four Contracts will 
be offered, one for each question listed below. The questions address contemporary 
issues of language and literacy that are of importance to children, parents, practitioners, 
and educators. The competition requires students to learn and to demonstrate the skills 
needed to produce first-rate Reviews of existing knowledge based on relevant theory 
and data. The Contract Research Reviews will articulate and justify recommendations 
for policy and practice. 

  



 
Description 
 
Graduate students may apply to conduct Contract Research Reviews by submitting 
Letter-of-Intent Applications. Instructions and advice are given in a separate document, 
Guidelines for Letter-of-Intent Applications (http://www.cllrnet.ca). Students wishing to 
apply to conduct a Contract Research Review will each select one of the questions from 
the following list, and briefly describe their interest in the topic. The bolded words 
indicate the topic to be reviewed, and the question defines the proposed 
recommendation.  
 
1. Does teaching infants (hearing, hearing-impaired, developmentally delayed) to 

use gestural signs enhance language development and language acquisition? 
 
2. Does experience with computer-based video games enhance children’s 

literacy?  
 
3. What are the early indicators for risk of reading problems in children being 

instructed in their second language? 
 
4. Does background music enhance or degrade rate and comprehension for 

children’s silent reading and is the effect age dependent? 
 

Based on the content and quality of the Letter-of-Intent Applications, four students will 
be selected and offered a contract to conduct a Research Review. One student will be 
selected for each topic. Instructions for preparing the Reviews will be given in a 
separate document, Guidelines for Contract Research Reviews (http://www.cllrnet.ca). 
Contract remuneration will be $5000 and payments will be made in two instalments: 
$1000 at the time of Letter-of-Intent selection, and $4000 when the Review is submitted 
and approved. Reviews will be conducted with on-going advice and guidance of 
Network Mentors who may or may not be the students’ graduate advisors.  
 
It is possible that two or more students may want to prepare a Contract Research 
Review together and share the effort and contract payment. The HQPC encourages 
collaborative efforts in the service of increased expertise and reduction of time. In this 
case, rationale and methods for distribution of responsibilities and remuneration will be 
proposed in the Letter-of-Intent Application. To find student collaborators and Mentors, 
students can search the Network website (http://www.cllrnet.ca), Network Researchers’ 
project descriptions, and other Internet sources.  
  
At the discretion of the student’s graduate program, Contract Research Reviews may be 
used in partial fulfillment of university requirements such as “Comprehensive Projects.” 
They also may be used as future theses topics. Students will indicate such intentions in 

http://www.cllrnet.ca/
http://www.cllrnet.ca/


 
their Letter-of-Intent Applications. The HQPC approves and encourages such use with 
the understanding that the Contract Review Report submitted to the Network for final 
payment will conform to its own Guidelines. The Report will become the property of the 
Network for its distribution and use with full acknowledgment of its author(s), Network 
Mentor, and their university affiliation(s). Other uses of the Report by the author(s) will 
require permission of the Network.  
 
Eligibility 
 
Applicants must be members of the Network and be enrolled in a graduate training 
program in a Canadian university. Non-members may apply for Canadian Language 
and Literacy Research Network membership through Network Researchers. Applicants 
may be students at any level of graduate study including the post-doctoral level.  
 
Procedures and Deadlines: 
 
Winning applications will have specifically and fully addressed the Guidelines for Letter-
of-Intent Applications.  Four copies of each application must be received at the address 
below by 10 March 2003. Late submissions will not be accepted. Contracts for 
Research Reviews will be announced at the end of March. Contract Research Reviews 
will be due at the address below on 30 June 2003. Reviews must be presented in the 
format to be described in the Guidelines for Contract Research Reviews. The HQPC 
reserves the right to request and receive improvements to Reviews, with respect to 
Guideline standards, before issuing final payments. 
 
 
For information about the competition, please contact: 
 

The Canadian Language and Literacy Research Network 
Contract Research Reviews 
The University of Western Ontario 
Elborn College 
1201 Western Road 
London, Ontario N6G 1H1 

 (519) 661-3619 
http://www.cllrnet.ca 
research@cllrnet.ca 
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